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EDUCATION & CAREER

e

HilEdl

CHOICE

The right career depends on
personality, abilities and one’s
own interest and to some extent
on the resources and circum-
stances around us. Rapid techno-
logical development, economic and
social evolutions and globalization
have on one hand opened many
new avenues of education while
on the other hand have made life
more complex because they are
changing at a rapid pace. There
is an enhanced focus on entrepre-
neurial, communication and inter-
personal skill development. There
are also increased linkages be-
tween public-private, formal -
informal enterprises which is

affecting the content of education.

Higher education is no longer
a luxury but is essential for social
and economic development of the
self and society. A student on an
average invests anywhere between
5 to 10 years of his life span and
approximately anything between
thousands to lakhs of rupees on
higher education. He hopes to
apply the knowledge gained for
the rest 30 to 40 years of his
active career life. His objective
naturally is that this education
gained should have a direct rela-
tion to the kind of job or business
he performs, that he/she is happy,
satisfied and successful in his
work career, that he/she is com-
fortably able to satisfy his own
needs and that of his family and
above all that he is positively

contributing to the growth of his
self career and the society. Just
as one finds many successful
people in all fields and careers,
there are also a good number of
found in almost all careers who
are misfits and therefore are not
satisfied, neither motivated nei-
ther productive.

It is extremely important
that the students choose their
careers carefully weighing out the
pros and cons of each and match-
ing with their own qualities and
resources so that they continue to
be motivated and are successful
throughout their career. Various
stake holders such as parents and
active social organizations have an
important role to play in their
careers. It is important to help
students understand the different
career opportunities and also help
understand themselves. It is im-
portant to support the choices that
they make and not impose per-
sonal unfulfilled choices on them
which normally is a common
tendency. It is important to guard
students so that they do not get
carried away be peer and family
pressure, or by glamorous adver-
tisements exhibited by some insti-
tutes in the pursuit of aggressive
marketing of their courses as a
response to cut throat competition
by numerous institutes and uni-
versities which have mushroomed
all over in the last decade. Some-
times overpaying careers may be

chosen, may be genuine. So the
dilemma of whether one is mak-
ing the right choice continues
amongst students and their family
members.

The
multidisciplinary career perspec-

formal exposure to
tives should ideally be an ongoing
process right throughout school
days. However it must definitely
start when the student has
reached standard VIII so that he
or she is able to make well
balanced wise choices. Formal
seminars and workshops on ca-
reers help to get wealth of accu-
rate and updated information to
help make right choices. Experts
from the various specializations
introduce the field and provide
valuable information on working
conditions, personality traits re-
quired, work options, various
courses required with their respec-
tive institutes, approximate cost
involved etc. Today is a world of

spcialization.

e VARIOUS CHOICES :

Careers in Acts cover design-
ing, fashion technology and de-
sign, textile design, accessory and
jewellery design, interior and
exterior design, fine arts, cartoon-
ist, photography, journalism, mass
communication, electronic journal-
ism, film making, advertising,
public relations, Economics, Psy-
chology, Social Work, Army, Navy

& Air Force, Teaching, Sports &

qeo glnid ouaal e Hilds aiudl g2
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Physical Education, Library &
Information Science, Special Edu-
cation & Rehabilitation, Health
Fitness Beauty, Foreign Lan-
guages, Media and Publishication,
History, Archaeology, Archiving,

Curating etc.

® CAREERS IN ENGINEER-
ING :

Aviation, shipping, architec-
ture, engineering & technology,
mining, petroleum, plastic, poly-
mer, rubber, mould, tool & die,
ceramic, textile, packaging,
leather, railway technician, Mari-
time, Granite (Cutting / Polish-
ing), Printing, Pulp & Paper
Engineering / Fibre / Wood Tech-
nology, Sugar / Oil / Food Tech-
nology, Industrial Technology,
Nuclear Engineering, Defence

Services, Merchant Navy, Com-
puter Information Technology,

Agriculture etc.

e CAREERS IN SCIENCES :

Chemistry, Physics, Geology,
Mathematics & Statistics, Meteo-
rology, Oceanography, Biological
Science & Biotechnology, Genetic
Science, Biochemistry, Microbiol-
ogy & Bioinformatics, Anthropol-
ogy, Home Science & Home Eco-
Nutrition & Diet, Food

Technology,

nomics,
Forensic Science,
Environment Science, Food Pro-
cessing and Technology.

e CAREERS IN MEDICINE :

MBBS / BHMS / BAMS,
Dental Sciences, Paramedical Sci-
ences, Nursing, Physical, Occupa-

Hold dH[E2 e AJMdA - WA

Orthotic And Prosthetic,
Speech Therapy and Audiology,

tional,

Medical Transcription, Healthcare
and Hospital Management, Medi-
cal Technology - Radiography &
Optometry, Pharmacy, Dark Room
Assistance, Veterinary Science etc.

e CAREERS IN FINANCE
AND MANAGEMENT :

Law and Related Options,
Law & Company Secretary, Event
Management, Human Resource /
Personnel Management, Finance
Management, Production & Mate-
rial Management, Export Manage-
ment, Health & Hospital Manage-
ment, Technology Management,

Professional Management, Cost &

Management Accountants, Char-
tered & Cost Accounting, Finance
Management & Analysis, Stock

Broking & Investment Analysis,

Banking, Insurance, Financial

Planning, Company Secretary,
Civil Service / Railway Services /
Politics, Forestry Service, Foreign

Trade, etc.

Psychometric test for each
student means assessing ability or
personality in a measured and
structured way. Some psychomet-
ric tests are also used by employ-
ers to help them in their recruit-
ment process. There are 3 main
types of psychometric personality
testing.

e ABILITY :
This is of three types.

General intelligence tests

these assess general ability (in-

gC

telligence). They are not depen-
dent on prior learning or knowl-
edge but more on how good one
is at solving problems using logi-
cal thinking.

Specific ability tests : attain-
ment tests which examine the
skills and knowledge one already

possesses.

Aptitude tests which are
more of a measure of one’s poten-
tial for certain activities.

PERSONALITY : These are de-
signed to measure aspects of one’s
personality. There are no right
or wrong answers. They seek to
present a picture of how a person
will behave in particular circum-

stances.
INTEREST :

These inventories examine a
person’s interests.

Tests can be administered by
pencil and paper or computer.
Psychometric tests are very useful
for self-assessment - they are
quick to complete and give good
information on which one can base
decision making. These tests are
administered and evaluated by
selected career counselling profes-
sionals on students of standard
Xth and XIIth and sometimes IXth
and even graduates. The results
of these tests are usually shared
and discussed with every student
and parents on a one to one basis.
Career Guidance is provided based

on test report and other
background information of the
student. |
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